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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-24 are presented for examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a), which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth 
in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 1-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Admit prior 
Art (APA) Smyers et al (US. Patent 5,991,520) and further in view of Lau et al (US. Patent 
6,681,043 Bl). 

As to claim 1, APA teaches the invention substantially as claimed including: a digital 
audio playback device (DAPD) (digital audio playback devices (DAPD), page 1, In 9-15), a 
connected processing system (the PC, page 3, In 5-23), executing (executed, page 3, In 20- 24), 
the interface (playback device, page 3, In 5-23), a user interface application program (a UI 
software application, page 2, In 14-17/ a the program for controlling the connected user interface, 
page 3, In 20-23/ page 5, In 5-21), a memory (memory, page 1, In 15-18), a reverse DAP A 
application programming interface( the application programming interfaces, page 4, In 12-15), 
storing ( download, page 4, In 1-7), a user interface application program that accesses and 
controls said digital audio playback device via said interface(page 3, In 20-24 to page 5, In 1-5 / 
In 13-15). 
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4. APA does not teach a processor of DAPD capable of executing said reverse API, said 
DAP A API capable of causing said processor to access and control a user interface with said user 
interface program and display on screen. However, Smyers teaches a processor of DAPD 
capable of executing said reverse API (the video camera 50,the videocassette recorder 52 and the 
computer 54, in order to implement the applications programming interface of the present 
invention will include a hardware system such as the system illustrated in Fig.4. The CPU 62 
within each of these devices is used to execute the application program instructions. The API of 
the present invention will then manage both isochronous and asynchronous data transfer 
operations between the resident subsystem, col 4, In 14-35), said DAPA API capable of causing 
said processor to access and control a user interface with said user interface program, and 
displayed on a monitor (if the application 2 is a video monitor which receiving data 
isochronously from a video recorder at a node coupled to the bus structure 28, the API 20 will 
manage the flow of data from the bus ... the data received from the video recorder. When the 
first buffer 32 is filled, it is processed data displayed by the video monitor, col 9, and In 3-13). 
Couple videocassette recorder 52 (the playback device) to send data the computer 54 for display 
by using the API (col 4, In 1-5/ In 37-41/ col 5, In 33-42/ col 9, In 2-13/ in 20-27). 

5. It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA and Smyers because Smyers' s a processor of DAPD 
capable of executing said reverse API, to access and control a user interface with said user 
interface program and displayed on a monitor would improve the efficiency of APA's system by 
allowing automated generation of transactions necessary to complete a data transfer with 
permitting a high degree of hardware automation, if needed by the application. 
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APA and Smyers do not explicitly teach external for interface. However, Lau teaches 
external for interface (The Plug-ins 16 and the corresponding API's 18 may be bundled 
individually on separate storage media, col 5, In 21-26). 

It would have been obvious to one of the ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to combine the teaching of APA, Smyers and Lau because Lau's external interface 
would improve the efficiency of APA and Smyer's systems by allowing the processor to execute 
the API to access a video sequence* and video object segmentation. 

As to claim 2, Smymer teaches DAPA API comprises instructions capable of 
communicating with and controlling an operation of said user interface application program (col 
9, In 3-13). 

As to claim 3, APA teaches data associated with a manufacture of said digital audio 
playback device (page 4, In 1-3) 

As to claim 4, Smymer teaches API is capable causing said processor to access and 
control at least a portion of user interface to display said data in said at least a portion of said 
user interface displayed on said monitor screen (col 4, In 1-5/ In 37-41/ col 5, In 33-42/ col 7, In 
45-50/ col 9, In 2-13/ In 20-27). 

As to claim 5, APA teaches a logo image (logo, page 5, In 15-21). 

As to claim 6, APA teaches a Universal Resource Locator (URL)(a web site, page 5, In 

15-21). 

As to claim 7, it is an apparatus claim of claim 1; it is rejected for the same reason of 
claim 1 above. In additional, APA teaches an audio files (audio files, page 3, In 5-20), an 
external interface of being coupled to a connected digital audio playback device (software 
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libraries made available by the manufacturer of the digital audio playback device and resident on 
the connected device, page 4, In 1-3). 

As to claims 8-12, they are apparatus claims of claims 3-6; therefore, they are rejected 
for the same reasons as the claims 3-6 above. 

As to claim 13, it is an apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected for the same 
reason as the claim 1 above. 

As to claims 14-16, they are apparatus claims of claims 2-4; therefore, they are rejected 
for the same reasons as the claims 2-4 above. 

As to claim 17, Smyers teaches first displaying the data in the at least a portion of the 
user interface (col 7, In 45-50) 

As to claims 18-19, they are apparatus claims of claims 5-6; therefore, they are rejected 
for the same reasons as the claims 5-6 above. 

As to claim 20, it is an apparatus claim of claim 1; therefore, it is rejected for the same 
reason as claim 1 above. In additional, Lau teaches stored removable storage medium readable 
(col 5, In 21-26). 

As to claims 21-24, they are apparatus claims of claims 2-4, 17; therefore, they are 
rejected for the same reasons claims 2-4, 17 above. 



Conclusion 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to LeChi Truong whose telephone number is (571) 272 3767. The 
examiner can normally be reached on 8 - 5 . 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor Thomson, William can be reached on (571) 272 3718. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR of Public PAIP. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIP 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-21 7-9 197(toll- free). 

LeChi Truong 
March 29, 2006 





